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South Dakota USDA Accepting Applications to elp
Farm Service Agency  Cover Producers' Costs for Organic
200 4th St. SW, Suite 308 Certification

Huron, SD 57350

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic
Phone: 605-352-1160 producers and handlers can apply for federal funds to assist with
Fax: 855-243-6003 the cost of receiving and maintaining organic certification through

the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP).
Applications for fiscal 2019 funding are due Oct. 31, 2019.

OCCSP received continued support through the 2018 Farm Bill. It
provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of
agricultural products for the costs of obtaining or maintaining
organic certification under the USDA’s National Organic Program.
Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who

www.fsa.usda.gov/sd

State Executive Director: have paid organic certification fees to a USDA-accredited
certifying agent. Eligible expenses for cost-share reimbursement
Paul Shubeck include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to

equivalency agreement and arrangement requirements, travel
expenses for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and
postage.



State Committee: Certified producers and handlers are eligible to receive
reimbursement for up to 75 percent of certification costs each

Mark Gross, Chairman year, up to a maximum of $750 per certification scope, including
crops, livestock, wild crops, handling and state organic program

Tiffani Robertson, Member fees.

Gwen Kitzan, Member More Information

Bill Simonson, Member To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit

the OCCSP webpage, view the notice of funds availability on the
Federal Register, or contact your FSA county office. To learn
more about USDA support for organic agriculture,

visit usda.gov/organic.

Kelsey Ducheneaux, Member

Program Managers:

Jamie White . .

Executive Officer Beginning Farmer Loans

Owen Fagerhaug FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises.

Conservation/Safety Net Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide
financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed

Theresa Skluzacek loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

Program Delivery/Price Support

Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
Will materially and substantially participate in the
operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower

training and financial management program sponsored b
To find contact information for FSA 9 9 prog P y

your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/sd

LaDonna Hupp
Farm Loan

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the
county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other
materials are available at your local USDA Service Center. You
may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires,
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather



condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 2018 to
Sept. 30, 2019 must file:

e A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent.
e An application for payment by Nov. 1, 2019

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:
e ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet

ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
e ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page
at www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider NAP Risk
Protection Coverage Before Crop Sales Deadlines

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. Beginning,
underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage.

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops,
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by
visiting https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialinformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx.

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain
NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and
65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average
market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per
county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.



Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA
Service Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents.
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent

Locator: http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/Agentlocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost
Estimator, https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance
premium costs.

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
Losses

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur
due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes,
flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others.

Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2019 crops. A notice of loss must be
filed the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15
days of the final harvest date.

Producers of hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must notify FSA within 72 hours of
when a loss becomes apparent.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms,
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and
industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Supervised Credit

Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans
from a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Therefore, it is our
goal to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help
borrowers through training and credit counseling.

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. Through this
process, FSA staff will advise borrowers in developing strategies and a plan to meet your
operation’s goals and graduate to commercial credit. Ultimately, the borrower is responsible for the
success of the farming operation, but FSA’s staff will help in an advisory role to provide the tools
necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.




USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



